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Wang Ching, who was standing beside them, said: "When
Uncle Ying saw the ladies coming, he didn't come out to
welcome them. He ran to a little room and peeped through
the window. I caught him there, and I said: 'Old gentleman,
you are lacking in propriety. 'What are you looking for?'
He kicked me out." r

"The rascal 1" Hsi-men Ch'ing said, laughing. "When he
comes to-morrow, I will cover his face with dust."

"Yes," Wang Ching said, and laughed too.

The Moon Lady shouted at him. "Don't tell such lies, you
young rascal. He didn't look at us at all. You are telling
stories. We never saw him all day long, except when we were
leaving and he came to kotow to us."

Wang Ching went away. The Moon Lady got up and
went to see her sister-in-law and the nuns in the next room.
Orchid, Flute of Jade, and the maids and serving-women
canie to kotow to her.

"Where is Miss Shdn?" the Moon Lady said.

Nobody answered. At last Flute of Jade said: "Miss Shen
has gone."

"Why didn't she wait for me?" the Moon Lady asked. f

Aunt Wu saw that the business could not be kept hidden.
She told the Moon Lady of the quarrel between Plum Blossom
and Miss ShSn. The Moon Lady was angry. "If she didn't
wish to sing, why should she?" she said. "The maid has no
business to be so conceited and undisciplined as to curse her.
The master of this house does not behave properly himself,
and the maids do what they like. The whole household is
topsy-turvey." She turned to Golden Lotus: "You ought to
keep her in order instead of letting her behave so outrageously."
- "I have never seen such a blind mule as Miss ShSn," Golden
Lotus said, laughing. "If the wind didn't blow, the trees
wouldn't shake. She goes from one person's door to another,
and singing is her business. When she is asked to sing, she
should do so with a good grace. If she made a fuss and gave
herself airs, Plum Blossom was right to tell her what she
thought about her."

"All very well," the Moon Lady said, "but if she goes on
like this, people, whether good or bad, simply won't stand it.
They'll go away-. You will do nothing to keep her in order."